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Press Release 
10 September 2007 

 
YOUTH AND ADULTS DELIVER POWERFUL PEACE MESSAGES ON SEPTEMBER 11 

 

LEGISLATORS, COMMUNITY LEADERS AND FAMILIES IMPACTED BY VIOLENCE SUPPORT 
‘SECOND ANNUAL TAKING BACK OUR NEIGHBORHOODS PEACE MARCH AND RALLY’ 

 
BOSTON, MA — As the number of violent crimes and senseless killings increase in urban and suburban neighborhoods across 

the United States, people around the greater Boston area are taking action by building civic and community partnerships.  One 

such initiative — the HT3 Peace Network — is carrying their message to the streets with the Taking Back Our Neighborhoods 
Peace March and Rally, the second annual citywide invitation to help bring peace and solidarity back to our communities. 

On Tuesday, September 11, 2007 people from around the region will travel to The Freedom House at 14 Crawford 

Street in Boston’s Dorchester neighborhood (corner of Warren Street, one block from Grove Hall post office) for registration at 

5pm, the Kick-off Rally at 5:30pm, the Peace March starting at 6pm (Grove Hall area route posted to ht3fund.org), and Closing 

Vigil at 8pm back at the Freedom House.  Organizers expect to surpass the first TBON Peace March and Rally (9/11/06), which 

welcomed some 500 people to the rally, more than 2,000 to the march, and approximately 200 to the vigil; Maine resident 

traveled farthest in 2006. 

NOTE:  Press conference with elected officials and families/individuals effected or affected by violence begins 
at 5pm (see speakers; * denotes confirmed for press conference). 

Herman Taylor III chose to lead a peaceful life but was not destined to achieve his goal of becoming a successful 

college student and role model.  He became Boston’s 37th of 74 victims of gun violence in 2006 on July 12th of that year.  

Although only 18 years young, his loss touched the lives of youth and adults from several urban and suburban communities 

around the region.  As a result, the HT3 Peace Fund’s growing network of concerned citizens was born to help inspire positive 

change in our neighborhoods and on our streets.  

"It is our shared responsibility to make sure that Herman Taylor's story is not forgotten, and that we continue to work 

towards combating the violence in Boston that is terrorizing our streets.  Making Boston a place where all residents in all 

neighborhoods feel safe from gun and gang violence requires effective partnerships between community members and city 

leaders.  Our peace march tonight is evidence that we are on the right track to taking back our neighborhoods." 

The HT3 Peace Network is organizing its second march and rally to continue bringing awareness, peace, and healing 

to urban and suburban neighborhoods impacted by violence in the Greater Boston area.  On the sixth anniversary of 9-11, the 

HT3 Peace Network invites parents, students, teachers, and other concerned citizens of all ages and ethnic groups, to walk for 

peace to: 

• Pay tribute to 9-11 victims, honor soldiers, and pray for peace on foreign shores 
• Send a message about the critical need for peace and solidarity in communities terrorized by violence on America’s streets 
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• Encourage support for all the families who have lost loved ones to violence — on American streets and on foreign shores — 
and for the HT3 Peace Network and other peace initiatives.   

 
2006 Theme:  TOUCH Connect with others working towards peace  •  everyday. 
   Reach out to friends and neighbors  •  invite them to get involved in a peace initiative. 
  TALK Join March and Rally planning meetings  •  Thursdays, 6:30pm, Freedom House. 
   Add your voice to the Youth Take Back  •  Saturday 9/8, 12noon, Freedom House  •   
   Youth share their concerns and ideas; make signs for the 9/11 march and rally. 
 TRANSFORM Participate in the Peace March and Rally  •  Tuesday 9/11, 5 – 8:30pm. 
   Support National Neighborhood Day  •  Sunday 9/16  •  Hold a gathering in your  
   neighborhood to rekindle old friendships and meet new neighbors. 
 
Speakers: Civic, community, and business leaders (* = confirmed for press conference as of 09.10.07 at) 
 Peace advocates from all cultures, communities, and walks of life 
 Families impacted by violence, including Herman Taylor III’s family members, teachers, and friends 
 

  CIVIC PARTNERS: Felix Arroyo*, Boston City Councilor 
   Ron Bell*, Public Liaison, Office of the Governor 
   Will Brownsberger*, State Representative 
   Daniel Conley*, Suffolk County District Attorney 
   Linda Dorcena Forry, State Representative (represented by Sasha Link*) 
   Angelo Firenze, State Senator 
   Michael Flaherty*, Boston City Councilor 
   Gloria Gox*, State Representative 
   Marie St. Fleur, State Representative (represented by Diane Wignall*) 
   Charles Yancey*, Boston City Councilor 
   Sam Yoon*, Boston City Councilor 
 

 COMMUNITY PARTNERS:  Belmont Against Racism 
   Black Ministerial Alliance 
   Brockton’s On the Avenue Project 
   Concerned Black Men of Massachusetts 
   Dorchester YMCA 
   Freedom House, Inc. 
   Herman Taylor III Memorial Fund 
   Louis D. Brown Peace Institute 
   New Image Associates 
   Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 
   SCI Dorchester 
   Social Capital Inc.  
   The Trauma Project at Boston Public Health Commission 

 

Message from the HT3 Peace Network:  We can no longer tolerate living in a country where we stand idly by, while 

we cannot sit peacefully on our porches, walk peacefully to the corner store, or play peacefully in front of our homes.  The hour 

of day for the march was chosen for maximum visibility as people commute home and to underscore the point that people’s lives 

— from grieving families to frustrated officials — are being interrupted more each day as the issues feeding this problem 

continue to escalate. 

More information, including the route map for the march and directions to the Freedom House, is available on the 

website and additional updates — www.ht3fund.org/march 
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